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Grade 9 English Worksheet

On a diary entry: "Blue Train to the Moon" do comprehension and language exercises

Read the diary entry.

School was desperate today. Just desperate! It dragged on and on like a sentence without
any commas or full stops.

| feel so shattered. How can people expect me to answer questions and talk normally
when this has happened? Surely they could notice | was different?

They all seemed just the same. Kate was in the front row biting her nails. Rod was picking
at his pimples and Zac was acting the class fool as usual. Vusi and Linda were having one of
their eternal arguments ... this time about male versus female rappers. | hate rap. It's my
worst music.

Surely they could see that this me was not me at all? This Sylvie, sitting at the desk was
not the same one who’d sat here on Friday. How could anyone not notice? Friends would
surely notice something different. But who of them are really my friends?

It was a relief to get to the life-drawing class after the lunch break. At least | didn’t have to
pretend to pay attention. | hid behind my drawing board with my thoughts, even though Mr
Evans kept snorting and complaining over my shoulder.

“SSSylvia, look at the way his hipsss line up with hisss shoulders!” Mr Evans makes a show
of dragging out the S-sound. “You’re not seeing the negative spacesss ... “ Today | found him
SO irritating.

“Yesss! Mr Evansss!”

The model wasn’t naked like a real artist’s model. Usually someone from the class poses.
Today it was James lounging on a raised platform ... James with his smug look as if all girls
will fall for him. He’s beginning to get a dark hairy shadow across his top lip. | can’t bear it
when that happens. Why can’t he just shave it off? In any case, the charcoal kept breaking in
my hands and the drawing ended up so smudged that | drew horns coming out of his head
and then crunched up the paper and threw it at the bin.

from Blue Train to the Moon by Dianne Hofmeyr.

Answer the questions.

Part A: Comprehension

1 What is the name of the person writing the diary? (1)
2 What is the name of the art teacher? (2)
3 What makes the writer question the loyalty of her friends? (2)
4 How does Sylvie make fun of the art teacher? (2)
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5 Why is the writer’s drawing smudged? (2)
6 Out of whose head did the writer draw horns? (1)
7 What do you think has happened to the writer of this diary entry? Quote from (4)

the diary to support your answer.

(12)
Part B: Language
8 Explain the simile in the first paragraph. (2)
9 How do you know that this piece is written using the first person? (5)
10 Do you think the style is formal or informal? Give reasons for your answer. (3)
11  Comment on the layout of the text. (2)
(12)
Part C: Vocabulary
The following words have more than one meaning. Use them in two different
sentences giving two different meanings.
12  shattered (2)
13 picking (2)
14  act (2)
15 fall (2)

(8)

Part D: Punctuation
Explain the function of the punctuation mark in each of the following sentences:
16  Exclamation mark (2)

Just desperate!

17 Question mark (1)
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How can people expect me to answer questions and talk normally when this has
happened?

18  Ellipsis (1)
Vusi and Linda were having one of their eternal arguments .... this time about
male versus female rappers.

19 Commas (1)
This Sylvie, sitting at the desk, was not the same one who’d sat here on Friday.

20  Apostrophe (1)
This Sylvie, sitting at the desk, was not the same one who’d sat here on Friday.

21  Apostrophe (1)
At least | didn’t have to pretend to pay attention.

22 Quotation marks (1)
“SSSylvia, look at the way his hipsss line up with hisss shoulders!”

23 Apostrophe (1)
He’s beginning to get a dark hairy shadow across his top lip.

24  Apostrophe (1)
| can’t bear it when that happens.

(8)

Part E: Diary entry

25. Write a diary entry for a day during your last holidays. Try to think of a day during which
something of interest happened. However, you could also write about not having anything
to do. Write about your own thoughts. Write approximately one page. Don’t forget to start
with a date. Use the first person. You can be informal. (10)
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Suggested Solutions

Part A: Comprehension

1 Sylvie (1)
2 Mr Evans (1)
3 They don’t notice that she is different, that something has happened to her that (2)
has changed her.
4 She copies his speech, the way he exaggerates the “s” sound. (2)
5 The charcoal kept breaking in her hands. (1)
6 James (2)
7 Accept learners’ own ideas. They must relate in some way to the text. (4)

Something very big has happened to the writer. It is something that makes her
feel “desperate” and “shattered”. She can’t behave “normally”. In fact, the thing
that has happened to her is so big that she thinks it's changed her appearance
and behaviour, because she wonders why people don’t notice that she’s
“different”. She doesn’t behave like herself, saying “this me is not me at all”.
The thing that happened to her probably took place over the weekend, because
she refers back to Friday. She is very distracted by what has happened to her
and is pretending to pay attention.

(12)
Part B: Language
8 School is compared with a sentence without any punctuation. (2)
9 The writer speaks about “I”, “me” and “my”. She refers to other people as (5)

“they” and “them”. She gives her own thoughts and feelings. The piece is
written from her point of view. It is as if the reader is inside her head. The diary
entry includes personal opinions. She says things about people that she thinks
but would not say to them herself. It gives her private thoughts.

10 | The style of writing is informal. Pronouns and verbs are contracted, for example (3)
it’s, who'd, you're etc. It is full of questions which make one think the writer is
speaking. Spoken language is generally informal. Words such as “desperate”,
“shattered” are used as they would be colloquially.

11 | It begins with the date. The first paragraph is left-aligned. The following (2)
paragraphs are indented. Capitalisation is used for emphasis in “SO”.

(12)

Part C: Vocabulary

‘ ‘ The following sentences are examples. Accept different sentences from learners ‘ ‘
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that illustrate the different meanings of the words.

12 | At the end of the day | was absolutely exhausted and | felt shattered. (2)
The glass shattered into several pieces as it hit the tile floor.

13 | He was picking up pieces of paper from the floor. (2)
The teacher will be picking learners to be part of the debating team.

14 | I will act in a play at the end of the term. (2)
You must act now and go and talk to the teacher about your results.

15 | If you don’t watch out, you'll fall down the stairs. (2)
Most people fall in and out of love several times during their lives.

(8)

Part D: Punctuation

Explain the function of the punctuation mark in each of the following sentences:

16 | The exclamation mark indicates exasperation, irritation, anxiety. (1)

17 | The question mark shows that a question is being asked. The writer is not sure (2)
about this and therefore puts in a question mark.

18 | The ellipsis indicates that words or thoughts have been left out. In this case it (1)

suggests other arguments they have had.
19 | The commas enclose a subordinate clause describing Sylvie. The sentence could (2)
be written without these words, as in: This Syvie was not the same one who’d
sat here on Friday.

20 | The apostrophe indicates that letters have been left out and that two words (2)
have been joined, in this case who’d replaces who had.

21 | The apostrophe indicates that letters have been left out and that two words (1)
have been joined; in this case didn’t replaces did not.

22 | “SSSylvia, look at the way his hipsss line up with hisss shulders!” (1)

23 | The apostrophe indicates that letters have been left out and that two words (1)
have been joined, in this case he’s replaces he is.

24 | The apostrophe indicates that letters have been left out; in this case can’t (1)

replaces cannot.

(8)

Part E: Diary entry

25. Use the assessment checklist in the Appendix of Assessment Tools to assess the diary
entries.
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Assessment checklist: Diary entry

The diary entry: Possible marks | Learner’s marks
1 e has adate (1)
2 e is written in the first person (2)
3 e gives personal opinions (3)
4 e describes a day during the holidays (5)
(10)
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TO THE

lele]

DIANNE HOFMEYR
;:3.

BLUE TRAIN

Edupstairs Grade R - 9 Learning www.edupstairs.org



1S

Fostering a Growth Mindset Lifestyle in our Learners

EJdUpSta

Y

Grade 9 English Worksheet

Ana1d e Ajqeqoad st 21ey ySnoppy jow inoqe Jurgudioad saey s
1995 2w saxyew 3] “Furaas A[[ea1 J0u s,2ys Ji se Asse|d pue pjod 1snl
$242 194 *** YO Y 210J2q PE(] I 2IBIS 03 Pasn oys Aeam s
ur 2w 18 JuLIels Wnpy Yoied [ SSOWHIWOS duw uo ya1d 03 s1a1ou
om1 Suraey 1 s3] ‘[[PY S PUy Ul paaow s ewpueis) doeyd
SIY U 1SN WIANSIM pue Anunod sty pue adid Isneyxa sy ul
[0y Y1 YA PIOJ PIINOJOI-BISYDNY SIY UT JUOK) dUOT S pe(]
‘peay Awr woyy sormdid yum
saoeds K1dwd o [y 01 Yo wr T pue * Juey 031 pasn sowrey Ayl
a1aym saxenbs Asnp g3 axe oy s ey [y Aeme oF ised 1oy oxyew
01 Suidn s,ays Ji se s3] ‘s;ued WON0OQ-[[2q IPIM pue SUINGIPIS
Suo[ pey pe( puE Jrey 19y Ul SASIEP 2I0M S 1Y SuIppom
13y Jo 2u0 Y udAY [ream aFessed a3 uo Juey o1 pasn el
sydesdoloyd a3 [[e umMOop ueEl $,24s puy "paeay A[[enide s s
2INS UJAD 10U W] J2Y 01 eI | UIYAA "PeaY I3y ULl IYMIWOS
prom e ur Suial] 2q 01 swads y§ "uonuane Juiked 10U s s
J1se 2] "9sI0M $2Us Quo s pe(q 1Lyl Mou Ing -dFuens iq ¢
sea 2ys JySnoy skemje | "a10w Aue Wy INOQe 210s 10U W, |
$9q 01 W JUBM IS S0P IBYAA
Py © Suaq wr [ eyl ABS [IBIIQ dWES IYI UL UIYI puE SIedd
194 10J pjo 001 uldq 10J BIPUES ISDALD YS ULd MOY UBdU |
“BUISNJUOD 08 3q UED WA {] PINOYS MOF] "3 UOP ] ISIN0OD JO INg
«iMowy NOA 28IN0D JO "BIAAS
PITYD € YaNS NI 198 1,UO(T,, ‘PIES S 42y payse [ udaypp jleyl Aq
SUBDU DS JIAITRYAN "SI8IA 191 10j P[0 001 §,9Ys SAes dYS “eIpuey
15T 1, USDOP WNA “SAAOW Y1 01 FUI0F 219M M WY O3 pres |
-2q 01 pasoddns 1, uaiom app °| pue eipues Ared e ae 21om o)
A TINO 1 Ajuo ji “AJuo ji - uones
U1 1T pE Z(Z OIpEY Y1 Ul 2501 NI] $19119] pal d>nuedid
ur o e Furgseqy sdaoy 1] SIDYIO A [[B WO JUIYIP ST dwin
SIYI ING ¢, SAJUO JL,, JO LIS © q O WS 1] Awr s20p AYpp
*++ pauaddey 1, upey ar Ajuo ji
iy ase] pauaddey reym pauueid saey pnod sreis 33 UaAd J0N
i2q 1.ued 31 Ing "ana st sAes ayg “uaddey 031 Juedw si suaddey
eyl SunpAIoay 9Ji| SOYM INOA [01UOD SIBIS A SAes eIpUELS

12032() 1} ‘Aepung

Jo11d Y1 INOYILAM ‘FSIMIINI0 10 ¢ ]
‘[ERTUEYIII U0 UM Al

UT PINTWSURI) JO ‘WANSAS [RAILNIM ¥ Y
2q Aewr woneariqnd s Jo 1wd ON

€661 P17 (A1) uwuiiue |

moySnoxy saaneiuasasdar puw ‘M
‘mudspN ‘81nqsIaaLg ‘UMO [ § WA
‘qaqezifg 1og ‘uvqangy ‘Hing

umo g, adur) ‘spunjany
P (Aag) ity

5,

“spapoud ino sw Kupw

pur v [ yuvdl 01 2yt pIHOM A0gINE

3G [ "]200U 243 U1 SL21VAVYD 2f1 OF PARIMMAL AN
pawndap ajdoad Sunof aq 1 “pasod st 4o syl i §

'SADIS 201 PUv 100U Y] 01
saka K Guruado 4of waqruf A g,

www.edupstairs.org

Edupstairs Grade R - 9 Learning



1S

Fostering a Growth Mindset Lifestyle in our Learners

EJdUpSta

Y

Grade 9 English Worksheet

I v
g o %
e 31 maa) pue aaded ayp dn payounad udyl pue peay siy Jo 1
Gurwod suioy maap 1 ey pagpnuws os dn papud Fummesp aij) pi
spuey Aw ut Sunyeaiq 1day [eodreyd a3 ased Aue Uy o 1 IANYN
snl oy 3.ued Aypp “suaddey reyn uaym 1 1eaq Jued | di doy
SIY $sO1>E mopeys Aarey yrep e 193 01 Suuuidaq s Wiy o)
[1e [[m sa13 e g1 se joo] Snuws sty yaum sowre( - waopeld pasin
e uo Suidunoj souwre( sem 31 Aepo], *sasod SS[D Y3 WOLY JUOILION
A[ens) “[Ppow ssnae [ed1 B NI PAYEU 1 ,USEM [JpOW I

«iSSSUBAT I\ {SSSAL,y

“Buneiat Of

wiy punoj | Aepoy, . sssadeds aaneSou aya urass 10u 21, NOA

*punos-g 3y o Sui33eIp Jo MOYS © SINRW SUBAT I . jSIOPNOLN
sssiy yamm dn ourp sssdiy sty Aem o3 1@ Yoo ‘IA[ASSS,,

sapmoys Aw 1oao Jurureidwod pue Sunious 1doy suvay

I ySnoya uaad ‘ssydnoa Awr aim preoq Summerp Aw puiyag

Py 1 ‘uonuane Aed 01 pusaiaid 01 daey 1 UPIP T ISEI] Iy YAl
ounj a3 Jayje ssep Jummerp-dJif Y3 01 198 01 Jo1jaI € sem 1]

SpuaLy Aw AJjeas 2ae W JO oYM INg “JUIIYIP SUIPIWOS 510U

A[2a0$ PINOM SPUILL] ¢2O10U 10U JUOAUE P[NOd MOH ‘AepLi] U0

2121 LS P,OYM DUO dUIES Y] J0U SeM YSIp 3 38 Fumiis DAy
SILL, ([P 1€ W 10U SeA dW SIY) JeL 98 pnod Aoy Ajpang

a1snw 3s10m Aw s 3y “des

aney | saaddes apeway snsioa spew anoqe swmn sy - syuswndie

[BLIDID J1DL[ JO JUO FUIALY 2I0M EPUI| PUE ISNA “[ENSD SE [00] SSL[)

a1 Funoe sem ovyz pue sajdund siy e Suppid sem poy “sjreu oy
Funiq Mo1UOL) AU UL SEM 21e “duues aua asnl pawds [re Aoy |,

SIUDIDPIP SEM ] DTOU Pnod

Ao Appang ¢pauaddey sey sup uaym Ajjewiou el pue suonsonb
1omsue 01 aw 1adxa spdoad ued Mol “pazaneys os 99 |

'sdos [[ng 10 sewwod Aue INOYIIM DUAUIS € IYI| UO

pue uo pagdep 1 joesadsap 1sn( Aepor seradsap sem [0OYIS

‘490 z) ‘hepuoyy

,..ukolr

‘ASNANOD "PISHYUOT) “PIstiichn
“PaLI00S PUE WY
sw ayew 1.usoop 3 WyGruol ng dsnuw FurPoos pur
“SIEISUMOP 1B} SDINIPUY 1 Woy dn Furyup IS &, 54
‘Buons 001 ST Fur[aa) FurjdALILS YN
"y SIYI Ut SUOAUE JO $94 Y [[€ JO ISLIT *IW UO IUOAUE J0i §
911 JUBA 1, UOP | "2ILIM O3 JUBAL 1,.UOP T “UIYI 01 JUEM 1 U0
31 UT WIOM B S 21U JDAODSIP PUM 1|
© 911q NOA UdyM dYI] 1SN [ YIRS AW S|ALIYS [[¢ 11 JO
QY ], "19A2I0J 1] AWl JO INO 31 10]q O3 JUBM [ "I L[IM P
3q 01 JUEA ] "DUI SITEDS 1] "I INOQE ILIM O JULA Af[¥al ||
I “Suoam sem 1ySru 15 ‘PISIYUOD OS Wi ] SNEIA §, 11 H|A

IR S Ut 29y At AU

wnpy noqe Funum dwm sy [re 3uads oA, 1 pue 1y we| i .
M 01 paruea TSIyl oY1 uo Surod wi T Aym Moy 1 uop |
‘mef oy ur ured ¢ Jo uo)
wduewnad €108 $,24s A Jo YUy 01 2WO)) X O) A
001 S 11 pue MOU FuoIm [[e ST 211q 1Y SABS UG Pl ¥ HEM
UDYM JUIUNEIN DNUOPOYIIO 19y SuIAIS 10U 1] *** SUONN
JO S1I0S [[e 10j BWPURIL) SAIBY PUY "UBQINC] UI UM A )
Suireo1 2uoF s pe(] UBWOM I3 SATBY PUY ‘001 PrC] SNl
¢S19[101 [00dS pue 110dITE JO INO [[IUS L1 M) O}
Suippas Aofud suoue ued MoH jqol Aw d1ey 1ng ** MaNIN
pue AI01vAR[ 21 JOU UBDW | "001 PINOM | UL 11§
‘sauoreae] 01 A51)1 sAes ewpueln) ‘qol 1o sa1ul| iy &
01 S[edTdYd Juif[as JO paam *** SN JO [ (M DAL
u1 219y SUIAL JO P21 *** PHOM [OUM U1 JO Paifl &8
“uonows Aue MOYs A[[ea 1,USI0P s AN | )

e

www.edupstairs.org

Edupstairs Grade R - 9 Learning



