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Assessment Task: How to use a dictionary 
 
Using a dictionary 
 
Refer to the Longman South African Schools Dictionary to assist you. 
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1. Work with your partner. Help each other to understand. 
 

a) Provide a definition for the word absorb.   
b) What part of speech is the word acorn? 
c) Refer to the word dress. From which language is it derived? (etymology) 
d) Look at the Thesaurus box.  Identify one difference between a Dictionary and a 

Thesaurus. 
e) Why are some parts of the word printed in darker print? 

 
2. Work on your own. Only ask for help if you are stuck. 
 
Use your own dictionary to complete the following exercise. 
 
Look up the following words: 
 

excite, gentle, join, loyal, 
number, eject, envy, serve, 
wonder 

      
a)   Provide the definition for the word. 
b) Identify the part of speech. 
c) From which language is the word derived? (etymology) 
d) Name two other words in the same word family. 

 
Now swap scripts with your partner, use your dictionary to correct his/her work. 
If you come across mistakes, take the responsibility to explain to your partner. 
 
Fill in the questionnaire below: 
 
Checklist for using a dictionary 
 

 Yes No 

1. I was able to find the words in the dictionary   

2. I understand how to use a dictionary   

3. I corrected my partners work.   

4. I offered to assist my partner   

5. I realise that a dictionary must be taken care of 
    because it lasts a lifetime. 
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Suggested Solutions 
 

No. Solution Marks 

1.  a) To take in liquid  

     b) Noun  

     c) French  

     d) Dictionary provides a definition. 
Thesaurus provides a synonym. 

 

2.  a) Rouse up, verb, Latin, excitable, excitement 5 

     b) Not severe, adjective, French, gentleman, gently 5 

     c) Put together, verb, French, jointly, jointure 5 

     d) True to, adjective, French, loyalty, loyalist 5 

     e)   Word saying how many, noun, Latin, numerate, numerical 5 

     f)    Bitter, noun, French, envious, enviable 5 

     g)    Work under another, verb, French, servant, service 5 

     h)   Emotion, noun, Old English, wonderful, wondrous 5 

 Total   40 

 
 
Appendix of Assessment Tools 
 

 Take into account that dictionaries do differ. 
 


